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Successful Cars For Kacie 
The 2020 theme for Recovery Month is 

“Join the Voices for Recovery Celebrating 

Connections.” 

Every year, the month of September is 

nationally recognized as Recovery Month.  

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration 

(SAMSA) sponsors Recovery Month in order to increase  

awareness and understanding of mental health and substance  

disorders, and also to celebrate those in recovery.  

Although this year may look a little different in terms of 

events, the connection is still strong.  

For information on how to access treatment or for additional 

resources, please log onto the Chester County Department of 

Drug and Alcohol Services website.  

You can also call the Chester County Information and  

Referral Line at 866-286-3767. 

Chester County Recognizes Recovery Month 

By Joe Sylvester  

Reprinted with permission from the Daily Item 

 

Joanne Brown has seen a lot of opioid overdoses in her 

work as an emergency medical technician. 

She is doing what she can to try to prevent them. 

Brown, 58, a captain with the Thornhurst Township  

Ambulance in Lackawanna County, a firefighter and a registered 

nurse, organized the “Cars for Kacie Street Rod and Custom 

Jamboree,” held over the weekend at the Danville Airport in  

Riverside.  

The event designed to help bring awareness and educate the 

public about the disease of addiction on behalf of Kacie’s Cause, 

a nonprofit organization started by Andrew and Donna Rumford 

and family, of Kennett Square.  

It’s named after their daughter, Kacie, who overdosed on 

heroin in 2013 at age 23.  

The organization was formed to educate communities about 

the widespread use of opioids, substance use disorders and  

promote the availability of prevention and treatment. 

In addition to cars and trucks from host Northeast Cruisers 

Rod and Custom Association, the show included food stands, 

music, door prizes, a silent auction, 50/50 drawings and top 20 

awards, as well as public information stands and Brown’s 

demonstrations of how to use Narcan, a brand name of the  

medication naloxone, a nasal spray used to reverse the effects of 

an opioid overdose. 

“What we do is we actually do training on Narcan,” she 

said. “We try to save lives as best as we can.” 

She said there still remains a stigma against people who 

have an addiction. 

“We try to overcome that,” said Brown, who is with the 

Pocono Region chapter, one of eight Kacie’s Cause groups. 

She recalled an ambulance call to a home where she was 

giving CPR to a woman who had overdosed.  

She happened to look up to see the woman’s daughter, as 

the daughter asked, “Is my mom going to die tonight?” She said 

she would try her best to save her mom.  

Cars For Kacie Raises Money To Battle Opioid Addiction 

The Parkesburg Support Group is back with a  

temporary location. 

Join us Wednesdays from 7-8 p.m. in the round at the  

outdoor gazebo at Schneider Parish Center, 2995 Cemetery Road, 

Parkesburg. There is an indoor plan in case of inclement weather. 

We follow all CDC guidelines by wearing masks and distancing 

ourselves. 

Please join us for support of families and friends of loved 

ones with substance use disorders. 

 

The grief support group is also resuming its meeting. 

The group meets on the first and third Tuesdays from 6-7:30 p.m. 

at 2 Station Way in Chadds Ford (across from Hank’s Place). 

Parkesburg, Grief Support Groups Resume 

CONTINUED on next page 



Each chapter of Kacie’s Cause has 

a Facebook page with information 

relating to their group.  To contact 

them, go to www.kaciescause.org 

and see the chapter listing at the 

bottom of the home page. Kacie’s 

Cause has chapters in: 

Kennett Square 

Parkesburg 

Exton/Downingtown 

Oxford 

Collingdale 

Southern Delaware County 

Coatesville 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

West Chester 

Poconos 

Boyertown 

Kacie’s Cause is a nonprofit  

organization for parents, family and 

friends of those battling the disease 

of addiction.  

It was founded by Andy and 

Donna Rumford on March 12, 2013 

— the day their daughter, Kacie Erin  

Rumford, died of a heroin overdose.  

The 501(c)3 organization is  

dedicated to Kacie Erin Rumford, her 

memory, her love of all of us and her 

desire to change this world to be a 

better place to live … from her  

family and friends who love her. 

To contact Kacie’s Cause,  

e-mail 

andy.rumford@kaciescause.org or 

go online at www.kaciescause.org. 
 

 

Newsletter prepared by First 

Baptist Church of Kennett 

Square and in partnership 

with Kacie’s Cause 

CHAPTERS 

WHO WE ARE Preventing Overdoses 
Thanks to a partnership with the Chester County  

Department of Drug and Alcohol Services, Kacie’s Cause has 

received doses of Naloxone (Narcan) that can treat opioid overdoses, and has distributed 

them in 2020 throughout Chester County and the Pocono area.  

Fentanyl, an opiod pain medicine, has been found in more than 50 percent of  

overdose deaths statewide since 2015, according to state statistics. Heroin is the  

second-most common drug found in overdose victims. If you are a Chester County  

resident and need Naloxone, please contact one of our chapters or Andy Rumford 

(andy.rumford@kaciescause.org). 
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Remembrance 
International Overdose Awareness Day is held each year on Aug. 31. 

That woman made it, but there are many more. “I’ve been to 

many, many emergencies where there’s been heroin overdoses,” 

Brown said.   

Harry Featherman, of Northeast Cruisers Rod and Custom 

Association of Berwick, got the car show part together for the 

weekend event. The association hosts car shows for a number of 

area charities.  

He learned about Rumford’s interest in car shows through 

Facebook, he said.“I’ve been holding car shows a long time,” 

Featherman said. “We’re actually talking about a show on July 

4th weekend.” 

Brown said the car show Aug. 29-30 was the first car show 

she was involved with, but others are planned for October, near 

Thornhurst, and another next year.  

She said she likes the Danville area, though, and is consid-

ering moving here with her son. 

Brown, who also is studying to become a psychiatric nurse 

practitioner, said she almost died from COVID-19, but was saved 

by Geisinger Community Medical Center, in Scranton. She said 

she still gets short of breath at times. 

That hasn’t stopped her in her work. “I want to make a  

difference in people’s lives,” she said. “I truly love what I do.”  
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Another Show In The Books for Cars For Kacie 



Good Fellowship Ambulance and EMS 

Training Institute in West Chester has announced 

the continuation and expansion of Project  

Naloxone thanks to grant funding totaling over 

$83,000. 

The grant will allow them to expand the 

program to supply Naloxone free of charge to all 

fire and EMS agencies and schools in Chester 

County, according to a press release. 

With the support of the Chester County 

EMS Council, Inc., Chester County Government 

Department of Drug & Alcohol Services, Chester 

County District Attorney, and the Chester County 

Police Chiefs Association, they are able to 

continue this life-saving program. 

“As a life-saving medication for individuals 

suffering an opioid overdose, it is imperative that 

all first responders have access to Naloxone on 

their emergency vehicles,” according to the press 

release. 

For more information about Project 

Naloxone, visit https://www.pccd.pa.gov/

criminaljustice/advisory_boards/Pages/Naloxone-

for-First-Responders.aspx 

Good Fellowship To  

Expand Project Naloxone 
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