October 2018

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Sept. 22
Penn Township Day. Penn Township
Park. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Open to public.
Sept. 27
Town Hall. Oxford High School
auditorium. 6 p.m. Theme is “Let’s Talk
About Drugs.” Open to the public.
Sept. 28
Parkesburg Final Friday. Main
Street. 4-8 p.m. Open to the public.
Octorara High School football
game. 5 p.m. Open to the public.
Sept. 29
Octorara Food Cupboard Open
House and Vendor Fair. 714 W.
Main St., Parkesburg. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Open to the public.
Oct. 4
West Grove Rotary. Private event.
Oct. 5
First Friday. Oxford Main Street. 6-9
p.m. Open to the public.
Oct. 6
Cars for Kacie. Downingtown East
High School. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Open to
the public.
Oct. 13
Oxford Car Show. Main Street 12-4
p.m. Open to the public.

Don’t Miss Cars for Kacie
Cars for Kacie (Downingtown,
Morgantown and Bloomsburg locations),
the largest recovery car show on the East
Coast, revs up Oct. 6 at Downingtown East
High School.

This year our featured speaker will be
Tony Luke Jr. who lost his son to an
overdose. With the death toll rising to more
than 72,000 deaths in 2017, this epidemic
Also returning is Trooper Paul Allston
needs everyone's attention. In some way,
and Canine Officer Cooper for a drugeither directly or indirectly, this has
sniffing demonstration. There is no fee for
touched all of us.
vendors, so please contact me today at
andy.kaciescause@gmail.com.
As Martin Luther King said, "Our
lives begin to end the day we become silent
Thank you all for your continued
about things that matter.”
support. Education and saving lives is what
I couldn't agree more. This epidemic
this event is all about. Pre-registration is
will continue to kill, but we need your help. now open at http://www.carsforkacie.com.
Come out and support us.

Andy

Spotlight On The Board

Oct. 20
Villanova University. Connelly
Center. 10 a.m.-3:45 p.m. Open to
the public.

Kristen Brown is one of 11 Kacie’s
Cause Board members who oversee the
organization. Each month we will spotlight a
different member.

Oct. 26
Parkesburg Final Friday. Main St.
4-8 p.m.

Name: Kristen Brown

New Alliances
Adapt Pharma has recently
partnered with Kacie’s Cause to
support our work.
Some of the existing alliances
include Caron Treatment Centers;
Chester/Delaware Counties District
Attorneys’ offices; COAD; and Good
Fellowship Ambulance.

At this year’s event, we will have
recovery groups, sober living homes, free
Narcan (Do you have this life-saving drug
in your possession?), free pill pods to
safeguard your medications, a medication
drop-off box (For the unwanted drugs you
have in your medicine cabinet), great food,
a silent auction, and assorted vendors.

Background: I attended Octorara High
School and graduated from Penn State
University in 2000 with a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice. I spent 10 years
working for Chester County Adult
Probation as a parole officer, specializing
and working with chronic substance abuse
parolees.
I knew that helping others was my

calling, and the
most important
reward was
when I received
a phone call
from a former
parolee thanking me for saving her life.
I have a 7-year-old daughter who is the
love of my life and the youngest member
of the Kacie’s Cause Parkesburg Chapter.
I am also very active in the American
Legion as the Ladies’ Auxiliary president;
we honor our veterans for their service to
our country through volunteer work and
fundraisers to help support and empower
CONTINUED on back

Contact us for volunteer opportunities in your area!

Focus On Opiods In Workplace
The Philadelphia Business Journal
recently held a Thought Leadership
Forum on opiods in the workplace.
The result was published Aug. 17 in
an advertising supplement (found at
www.burnswhite.com). The forum
featured Stuart T. Neal, Esq. of Burns
White, and two physicians from the
Einstein Medical Network — J.
Michael Kowalski and Serge-Emile
Simpson.

Some recommendations the forum
participants had were that companies
should have policies in place to support
employees who struggle with opiod
abuse; that affordable health care and a
non-punitive HR component could
assist in encouraging employees to seek
treatment; and that “being flexible with
the employee’s schedule and offering to
work closely with them to assist in their
ongoing participation is tremendously
helpful,” according to Kowalski.
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Kennett Square: Thursdays 7-9 p.m.
First Baptist Church of Kennett Square
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348

CHAPTERS

To contact them, use the
information below.
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Parkesburg: Wednesdays 7-8 p.m.
Upper Octorara Presbyterian Church
1121 Octorara Trail (Route 10)
Parkesburg, PA 19365

Each chapter of Kacie’s Cause has
a Facebook page with information
relating to their group.
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Helpful Contacts And Resources
Looking for help for a loved one? Looking for support as you deal with addiction in a
family member or friend? There are a number of resources available.
Always call 911 if you see any signs/symptoms of a dr ug over dose in a fr iend or
family member.
800-662-4357: SAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration)
855-DRUGFREE: Par ent hotline by Par tner ship for Dr ug-Free Kids.
866-268-3767: Chester County Department of Drug and Alcohol Services
800-917-1117: COAD (Chester County Council on Addictive Diseases)

Board Spotlight: Kristen Brown
CONTINUED from front
our veterans.
Why I got involved: Betsy Gillen,
president of the Parkesburg chapter, asked
me to join Kacie’s Cause in early 2014. It
was a very personal honor that I willingly
accepted.
I felt a strong bond with the Gillen
family and was fortunate to finally meet
them. I supervised Betsy and Socker’s son
John while he was on parole; sadly, John
lost his battle with heroin addiction in 2011,
after several attempts at rehabilitation and
recovery. I participated in my first
heartwarming and tearful Parkesburg
Mother’s Day Walk in 2014. I knew after that
day I had to join this wonderful organization
and get involved at a high level.

addiction to our schools and community
through education and local events.
What I want people to know about
Kacie’s Cause: Kacie’s Cause is an
organization made up of concerned men,
women and young adults from many
communities, who volunteer to make a
difference in people’s lives by helping to
fight the heroin and opioid epidemic that
affects our youth and our communities.

Kacie’s Cause provides awareness,
education and support, while collaborating
with several school districts to offer our
help and support to families who are
experiencing issues from addiction, rehab,
treatment, recovery and support after
recovery. I am committed to my volunteer
work and hope that I am able to influence
others to join Kacie’s Cause and receive the
I am committed to partner with the
same personal rewards and gratification
Kacie’s Cause team, local residents and law that far exceeded any expectations I had.
enforcement to bring the message of heroin Please consider becoming a volunteer.

Oxford: /Oxford-Chapter-KaciesCause
Newark, Del.: /Kacies-Cause-NewarkChapter
Coatesville: /Kaciescausecoatesville
Poconos:
/poconosregionkaciescause

WHO WE ARE
Kacie’s
Cause is a
nonprofit
organization
for parents,
family and
friends of
those battling the disease of
addiction.
It was founded by Andy and
Donna Rumford on March 12, 2013
— the day their daughter, Kacie Erin
Rumford, died of a heroin overdose.
The 501(c)3 organization is
dedicated to Kacie Erin Rumford,
her memory, her love of all of us and
her desire to change this world to be
a better place to live … from her
family and friends who love her.
To contact Kacie’s Cause,
e-mail andy.kaciescause@gmail.com or
go online at www.kaciescause.com.

Newsletter prepared by First
Baptist Church of Kennett Square and in
partnership with Kacie’s Cause

www.firstbaptistkennettsquare.com

